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and Mr. J. W. Jarvis were proposed for election at the next meeting.
Sir John Lubbock's Free Public Libraries' Amendment Bill was under
discussion, in which the President, Messrs. Debenham, Gilburt, Jones,
Inkster, Mason and Tedder took part. On the motion of Mr. MacAlister,
the discussion was adjourned to Thursday, May 1st, at 5 p.m., to enable
Sir John Lubbock to be present
At the last meeting of the Council, a suggested programme of
entertainments and excursions for the next Annual Meeting at Reading,
was submitted and approved. If the Conference is favoured with fine
weather, a most enjoyable meeting is assured. The dates fixed upon are
Sept. 17th, 18th and 19th.
The next monthly meeting of the Association will be held, by invita-
tion, in the Library of the People's Palace on Monday, May 12th, at
•8 p.m., when Miss M. S. R. James, the librarian, will read a paper on
the People's Palace Library and its Work.
Correspon&ence.
THE BRITTLE QUALITY OF PAPER USED BY
PUBLISHERS.
DEAR SIR,—In some of our Free Public Libraries, the question of
replacing worn-out stock is, under the most favourable conditions, a
serious one to deal with. As the borrowers increase in numbers year by
year, the wear and tear to which the books are consequently subjected
become greater. In many cases the money which might, and ought
to be spent in purchasing new books, is absorbed in replacing worn-
out stock. This state of things is bad enough, but it is considerably
aggravated by the fact that within the last few years some of our
publishers have issued their books (especially the cheaper standard
novels), printed upon a paper which is certainly thick and nice to
handle, but which will scarcely bend without cracking. To a person
buying such a book for his own use, this is not of much moment; but
when the same book is handled by a few ordinary library borrowers, the
result is simply disastrous. The leaves soon drop off in autumnal
showers, although the binding may be perfect and the stitching beyond
reproach. On the other hand books printed on flexible paper, even
though the paper be of cheap quality, are found to resist the rough
usage of the lending library, better than those printed on thicker and
more brittle paper. Generally speaking, our own experience shows the
average life of the former to be between two and three years, while the
latter barely run twelve months.
It will be evident from the foregoing, that the librarians have a case
for the consideration of the publishers, and I would suggest to those
firms who issue our standard novels whether it would not be wise to use
a more flexible paper for this purpose, or at least give their customers the
option of the two kinds. It will probably resolve itself into a question of
cost, although I should imagine the qualities of brittleness or flexibility
exist in both cheap and expensive papers. Nor need the publishers fear
any loss of trade by this arrangement, for if the suggestions were
adopted the money saved by this means would be available for the
purchase of new books; at least it would be so in our own case, and
there is no reason to suppose it would be different in other libraries.
Yours faithfully,
BUTLER WOOD.
Bradford Free Library, 261'h March, 1890.
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Name and No.
of libraries
in operation.
AUca 1
Barrow 1
Battersea 1 ..
Birkenhead I
Bradford g ...
Brighton 1 ..
Bristol 6
Cardiff I
Chelsea 2
Chester 1
Clapham 1 ..
Clerkenwell I
Fulham I
Hamm'rs'th 1
Hanley I
Ilarrogate 1 ...
Kensington 3
Leeds 27 ..
Leicester 3
Marylebone I
Norwich 1
Paddington 1
Portsmouth 1
Preston 1
Reading I
Richmond 1...
Rochdale 1 ...
St. Helens 2
Sheffield 5 ..
Tynemouth 1
Wandsworth 1
Westminster 2
Yarmouth z ...
REFERENCE LIDRARIES.
No. of
Vols.
500
2.307
11,288
23.444
I2.SSO
15,412
•3.3*4
4,346
620
1,278
2,394
1,410
2,085
179
Lending
39.608
9.799
700
6,686
3.'84
2,990
3.617
7.328
'2,337
3.696
12,961
4,206
3.679
Lending
2,185
Issue for
Month.
29
1.472
10,853
8,271
3.136
22,325
1,212
2,980
642
285
5
677
37
1.541
10,023
2,843
1,024
304
474
663
712
8,281
463
3.563
1,212
236
6,393
186
26
4«7
267
121
744
46
96
»3
'9
26
50
385
" 3
40
10
22
25
32
267
17
"37
55
10
266
17
LENDING LIBRARIES.
in!
1.456
561
242
57
300
73
650
521
1,600
2,380
3.636
6,104
10,341
18,654
6,304
1,162
7&
14
»4
14
7,10
&14
10,383 7,10
&14
'4
7
'4
«4
10
14
>5
3.5O4
2,900
5.643
1,901
3.»2
21,259
7,400
429
3.834
11,729
15.295
7,040
2,920
6,111
2,000
14,269
3.959
3.40O
3.883
2.375
7. 10
•4
'4
7&
'4
14
7&
14
14
»4
7
'4
14
10
7
«4
7. '4
No. of
Vols.
7.O0O.
13,262
5.532
32,997
45.548
19,606
58,769
17,265
4,45»
4,690
4,53»
8,752
5.878
6,880
5.744
4,209
'3.94'
45.867
22,677
3.800
12,702
'7.994
16,320
I5.74O
9.280
29,704
I2.«75
79.937
22,189
7.7i8
21,769
8.759
Issue for
Month.
4.312
9.823
8,269
»5.57'
10,621
44.503
11,868
5,229
4,871
7.949
7.638
10,483
2,001
6,637
8,3"
11,242
56,092
22,227
8,136
24,866
9.387
«4>9'4
9.432
I3.5O6
10,572
43.752
'2,513
7.8i 1
7.229
5,082
22
24
166
377
330
599
409
1,618
456
217
187
36i
294
476
250
255
3'9
510
'.3561
982
59
452'
956
3
621
429
S«?
406
1,683
569
354
301
467
1
 Central only. Closed nine days for stock-taking.
3
 Juvenile department worked in schools. 3,667 vols.; 4,061 issues.
Librarians who contribute to this table are reminded that their returns Khould be sent
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